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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

22nd Meeting, 2020 (Session 5), Tuesday, 15 September 2020 

COVID-19 Impact in Scotland: Green Recovery Inquiry 
 
Introduction 

1. A green, just and resilient recovery has been highlighted by Governments across 
the world, including the Scottish Government, as essential in effectively responding 
to the current challenges of the COVID-19 health crisis (including the social and 
economic challenges). 

2. In June 2020, the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform (ECCLR) 
Committee agreed to undertake an inquiry to establish the principles that should 
underpin a green recovery, to identify key actions for change, immediate priorities, 
potential barriers to implementation and the governance arrangements needed to 
deliver this. 
 

3. As part of its inquiry, the ECCLR Committee identified a range of key experts to 
help explore this further. At its meeting today, the Committee will hear from:  

 

• Chris Stark, Chief Executive, Committee on Climate Change; 
 

and then from— 
 

• Professor Tahseen Jafry, Director, Centre for Climate Justice*; 
 

• Dr Katherine Trebeck, Advocacy and Influencing Lead, Wellbeing Economy 
Alliance; 
 

and then from— 
 

• Mike Robinson, Chief Executive, The Royal Scottish Geographical Society*; 
 

• Sara Thiam, Chief Executive Officer, Scottish Council for Development and 
Industry (SCDI)*. 

 
*These witnesses/organisations also submitted evidence to the Committee’s call for 

views, which can be found at Annexe B. 

 

4. Identifying immediate priorities and opportunities for action, including how we ‘lock 
in’ positive behaviour change, and the governance models and leadership needed 
to deliver a green recovery will be crucial to ensure that the 2021/22 Budget and 
the medium-to-long term green recovery plan provides an effective response to the 
current challenges. The Committee will explore the key actions and priorities, core 
policies and changes, governance arrangements, barriers and funding needed to 
deliver a green recovery with the experts identified above. 
 

5. To support this session, a questions paper, prepared by SPICe, is provided at 
Annexe A. 
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Background 

ECCLR Committee engagement to date 

6. The Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform wrote 
to the Committee in early April to advise that the Scottish Government would be 
re-considering its plans for the updated Climate Change Plan (originally expected 
on 30 April) as part of a green recovery and requested advice from the Committee 
on Climate Change (CCC) on this. On 29 April 2020, the Cabinet Secretary also 
noted that the Climate Change Plan update was to be repurposed ‘to inform 
thinking on the green recovery.’ 

7. In May, the CCC set out its view on the principles that should underpin a net zero 
recovery and highlighted some priorities for action. Subsequently, the Committee 
heard informally from Chris Stark, Chief Executive of the CCC, on 9 June 2020 and 
discussed the parameters of a green recovery with the Cabinet Secretary on 15 
June 2020. 

8. Following this session, the Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Government 
to seek more detail on its green recovery work. This letter (26 June 2020) and the 
Scottish Government’s response (3 August 2020) can be found here. 

9. The Committee also launched an open call for views on 26 June 2020. This call for 
views closed on 7 August 2020 and the Committee is grateful to all those who 
submitted evidence – the Committee received over 100 responses (see 
Submissions). 

10. The call for views asked the following questions: 

• Do the principles of sustainable development and those for a resilient recovery, 
as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

• What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and 
/ or community)? 

• What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a 
green recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

• How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and 
avoid locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to 
deliver a green and sustainable recovery? 

11. The Scottish Parliament’s Community Outreach Team also engaged directly with 
third sector groups and communities across Scotland through virtual events, as 
well as a postcard consultation exercise, to explore the key themes and actions 
needed to build a just, sustainable and inclusive recovery. The notes compiled by 
the Parliament’s Outreach team on these engagements can be found here. Given 
that this session will cover issues of behaviour change, community resilience, and 
equality, amongst other areas, a summary document of this Outreach work is also 
provided at Annexe C. 

https://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/ECCLR_2020.04.01_CCP_IN_CS_to_ECCLR_on_CCPu_postponement.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12618
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12696
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12696
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/115470.aspx
https://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/115470.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/115869.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/115470.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/ECCLR_2020.09.03_GR_Engagement_Summary.pdf
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12. Alongside gathering these written views and engaging in outreach activities, the 
Committee will take oral evidence from experts and stakeholders in September, 
hear from Cabinet Secretaries in October, and report ahead of the 2021/22 draft 
budget and the updated climate change plan (expected by the end of 2020). 

13. The Committee held its first evidence session on 8 September 2020 and heard 
from: 

• Benny Higgins (Chair, Advisory Group on Economic Recovery); 

• Professor Dieter Helm (Professor of Economic Policy, University of Oxford 
and Advisory Group on Economic Recovery member); 

• Professor Dave Reay (Chair in Carbon Management and Education, School 
of Geosciences, University of Edinburgh and Executive Director of 
Edinburgh Centre for Carbon Innovation). 

14. Other parliamentary committees are also considering COVID-19 and the recovery 
processes in Scotland, with many seeking views on the approach and the priorities 
for action. The work of the ECCLR Committee will help inform and support the work 
of parliamentary committees on scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s green 
recovery plans, draft budget and updated climate change plan. 

Green recovery landscape in Scotland 

15. In April, the Scottish Government established an Advisory Group on Economic 
Recovery (AGER). The AGER has since reported (on 22 June 2020) and the 
Scottish Government responded to the report on 5 August 2020. 

16. The opportunities for a green recovery are currently being discussed across a wide 
range of organisations and sectors. Several reports have been released since the 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic, targeted towards supporting Scotland in its path 
to a green recovery. These include the Just Transition Commission; the CCC; the 
Climate Emergency Response Group; the COP26 Universities Network; the 
Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI); and many others. 

17. Zero Waste Scotland, in their submission to the Committee, included a 
compendium of 270+ Green Recovery recommendations made by over 20 
organisations/committees in Scotland: 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/groups/advisory-group-on-economic-recovery/
https://www.gov.scot/groups/advisory-group-on-economic-recovery/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/transition-commission-advice-green-recovery/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/2020/05/06/take-urgent-action-on-six-key-principles-for-a-resilient-recovery/
https://www.changeworks.org.uk/sites/default/files/CERG_Green%20Recovery_Final%20report_July2020_0.pdf
https://www.zero.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.zero.cam.ac.uk/files/2020-05/COP26%20Universities%20Network%20Briefing%20-%20Economic%20Recovery%20from%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.scdi.org.uk/news-item/scdi-publish-green-recovery-plan/
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18. Finally, the Scottish Government published its Programme for Government (PfG) 

on 1 September 2020. The Scottish Government’s PfG has a central focus on 
creating green jobs and delivering a green recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Key issues for discussion 

19. The key questions to explore are set out in Annexe A and relate to: 

Session 1 

• Immediate priorities, and the Programme for Government 

• Financial support and fiscal stimulus 

• Powers and levers 

• Behaviour change 

• Conditionality, policy coherence and alignment 

• Implementation gap 

• Marking progress 
 

Session 2 

• Approach to green recovery 

• A Four Capitals approach 

• Behaviour change and messaging 

• Just Transition 
 

Session 3 

• Immediate priorities 

• Skills and training 

• Behaviour change 

• Conditionality/procurement 

• Funding priorities and investment 
 

Clerks, Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/protecting-scotland-renewing-scotland-governments-programme-scotland-2020-2021/
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Annexe A 

 
 

Suggested themes for sessions on Green Recovery 
 

• Session 1: Chris Stark (9.00-10.30)  

• Session 2: Tahseen Jafry / Katherine Trebeck (10.30-11.30)  

• Session 3: Mike Robinson / Sara Thiam (11.30-12.30)  
 

 

Session 1: Chris Stark 
 
In May 2020 the Committee on Climate Change (CCC) responded to a request from 
the Scottish Government setting out priorities for making climate policy a core part of 
a Covid-19 green recovery for Scotland. The CCC noted that: 

‘Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to climate change should be 
integral to any recovery package. These remain scientific, economic and social 
imperatives and will only be delivered if ambitious steps are taken by the Scottish 
Government.’ 

Immediate priorities, and the Programme for Government  

The Scottish Government has made a number of commitments and proposals as part 
of their response to the AGER report and in the recent Programme for Government 
that seek to support a green recovery. In particular, the Programme for Government 
highlights commitments to: 

• Create a £100 million Green Jobs Fund 
• Allocate £60 million to support industrial and manufacturing decarbonisation 
• Maintain current levels of spend on active travel at £100million per year 
• Uplift spending in Heat and Energy efficiency from £112m in 2019/20 to £398m 

p.a. in 2025-26 
• Continue to develop the Agricultural Transformation Fund 
• Bring forward recommendations for new mechanisms of agricultural support 
• Provide an additional £100 million to support new forestry planting 

The Programme for Government states:  

“It is imperative that our economic recovery is a green recovery – not just 
because it is the right thing to do in the face of the climate crisis, but also because 
it provides opportunities for new work and growth in today’s challenging global 
market”.   

The CCC has identified 6 principles that should be used to prioritise action for a green 
recovery: 

• Use climate investments to support the economic recovery and jobs 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theccc.org.uk%2Fpublication%2Fletter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp%2F&data=02%7C01%7CGraeme.Cook%40parliament.scot%7C428ff1a870444b9f479908d850cc64cd%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C637348186093530442&sdata=Y7kAmzbipg8s1we%2B64g93BNAZI%2BBq1Lldn3sFDtTQl4%3D&reserved=0
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• Lead a shift towards positive long-term behaviours 

• Tackle the wider ‘resilience deficit’ on climate change. 

• Embed fairness as a core principle. 

• Ensure the recovery does not ‘lock-in’ greenhouse gas emissions or increased 
climate risk. 

• Strengthen incentives to reduce emissions when considering fiscal changes. 

1. Are your 6 principles to prioritise action reflected in the Programme for 
Government? What needs to happen for them to be embedded in such 
decision making?  

The CCC has stated that “there are clear economic, social, and environmental 
benefits from immediate expansion of the following measures:  

• Investments in low-carbon and climate-resilient infrastructure.  

• Supporting reskilling, retraining and research for a net-zero, well-adapted 
economy.  

• Upgrades to our homes ensuring they are fit for the future.  

• Making it easy for people to walk, cycle, and work remotely.  

• Tree planting, peatland restoration, green spaces and other green 
infrastructure”. 

2. Do you see these priority measures reflected in the Programme for 
Government? Does the Scottish Government’s Programme go far enough?  

3. What are the three most significant measures that Scotland must take over 
the immediate term to support a green recovery? 

Financial support and fiscal stimulus 

Both the CERG and Just Transition Commission have previously set out a number of 
proposals for increased budget spending including doubling of Warmer Homes 
Scotland and EES local authority area based schemes budgets and investment in 
buses. 

In their Advice for a Green Recovery, the Just Transition Commission also noted that:  

‘We recognise there are some constraints on what Scottish Government can 
do. These constraints arise from the division of devolved/ reserved 
responsibilities, as well as funding challenges. The fiscal outlook in particular 
remains uncertain, and will depend in part on decisions made by the UK 
Government. While challenging, this cannot be used as an excuse for inaction 
or reverting to business as usual’. 

And:  

‘It is possible that future announcements from the UK Government may deliver 
some level of additional funding for the Scottish Budget. To date, Scottish 
Government policy has followed a similar path to the UK Government in terms of 
choosing how to spend additional monies. There is an opportunity to design a path 
tailored to Scotland’s specific needs and challenges as we move into the recovery 
phase. Prioritisation of existing budgets must also be looked at urgently. If current 
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programmes or investments are not aligned to the Scottish Government objective 
of a just, green recovery they must be revised. While we recognise the political 
challenges of this, it seems to us to be an unavoidable choice government must 
face up to regarding the design of its recovery package.’ 

4. In the context of public spending priorities to support a green recovery what 
parts of the forthcoming Scottish Government budget would you suggest 
should see a boost in spending, and where would you suggest that spending 
should be correspondingly reduced? 

The PfG includes actions to: 

“Set out the first tranche of our £2 billion Low Carbon Fund, including: helping to 
secure investment of £1.6 billion over the next Parliament in heat and energy 
efficiency in our homes and buildings, delivering a £100 million Green Jobs Fund, 
and providing £60 million for industrial decarbonisation”.   

The Low Carbon Fund was previously highlighted in the 2020-21 Budget.  This £2 
billion is over the next parliamentary session, so will total around £400 million per year. 

5. Are the investments outlined in the Programme for Government under the 
Low Carbon Fund, adequate, and to be delivered quickly enough? For 
example, is £60m enough to drive decarbonisation of the industrial and 
manufacturing sector?  

SCDI make a proposal for the UK and Scottish Government to deliver a ‘large scale 
fiscal stimulus package which invests in green infrastructure and other low-or zero-
carbon ‘shovel-ready’ projects across Scotland’.  They state further:  

“Scotland’s green stimulus package should include new or expanded national 
programmes of investment at pace and at scale in domestic buildings retrofit and 
energy efficiency; domestic buildings heat pumps; low- and zero-carbon transport 
infrastructure; nature-based solutions (e.g. peatland restoration, tree planting); and 
digital connectivity”.  

6. Is the £2bn in funding for the Scottish National Investment Bank (SNIB) 
sufficient to deliver priorities “at pace and at scale”? 

7. What information should the SNIB publish each year to demonstrate how 
their capital spend aligns with supporting a net-zero future? 

Powers and levers 

The AGER report identifies that:   

‘There is also a strong case for the Scottish Government to have greater autonomy 
to use targeted fiscal measures to stimulate demand or incentivise behavioural 
change in the recovery period. We have identified a number of policy areas in which 
the Scottish Government could make significant progress in the recovery and 
renewal phase.’  

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-budget-2020-21/pages/4/
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8. Which fiscal policy levers could the Scottish Government use most 
effectively to stimulate demand/incentivise behaviour in line with supporting 
a green recovery? 

Behaviour change 

The CCC identified ‘leading a shift towards long terms behaviours’ as one of the 
guiding principles to support action towards securing a green recovery. 

In their joint submission to the AGER on transport Professor Jillian Anable, Iain 
Docherty and Greg Marsden state: 

‘We are at a critical juncture that will set the demand trajectories for car travel, 
public transport use, walking, cycling and digital communication for years to come, 
and probably for the timescale over which we must achieve decarbonisation. We 
must at all costs resist the temptation of a scattergun ‘Get Scotland Moving Again’ 
narrative that encourages the wrong policy responses. The single most important 
transport and mobility issue for the recovery is how we manage the demand for 
travel by car. It is essential that we intervene to manage the likely rebound in 
demand for car travel, otherwise we will embed trends that will mean we miss our 
decarbonisation targets and reverse progress made on social inclusion and fair 
transition. For the avoidance of doubt, allowing increased car travel will not aid 
economic recovery, and will exacerbate social inequity given the number of people 
that do not have access to a car 

The PfG makes a commitment to ‘New funding of over £500 million over five years for 
active travel infrastructure’. 

9. How confident are you that sufficient efforts have been taken to embed new 
norms and help lock in low carbon behaviours in the response to Covid-19 
to date? What additional measures would help? 

10. Is £500 million for active travel over 5 years sufficient? Should the 
forthcoming Scottish budget boost spending on active travel further? 

Conditionality, policy coherence and alignment 

A number of stakeholders have flagged up risks associated with a lack of coherence 
in policy making – in particular where natural capital considerations are not routinely 
factored in and they have suggested that a ‘green coherence principle’ should be 
embedded in all future government policies.  The AGER report notes that ‘Responding 
to climate change needs to be a thread through every policy action’. The AGER report 
also refers to the application of conditionality by the European Commission: 

‘The European Commission recognised the option of applying conditionality 
alongside projects approved under State aid. This could include applying green 
conditions to companies to promote the transition to net zero emissions. There 
is active consideration of this approach in many EU countries.’ 
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In their submission Friends of the Earth Scotland suggest that there:  

‘should be binding conditions attached to recovery support to reduce emissions 
and develop Just Transition plans, and that all Government spending, policy 
and strategies should be aligned with a just and green recovery.’ 

UNISON note that one of the barriers to securing a green recovery is: 

‘contradictory and conflicting government strategies and plans, for example the 
continued emphasis on roads and cars within infrastructure budgets, city region 
and regional growth deals.’ 

11. Do you agree that all Scottish Government support for economy and 
business should be conditional on helping deliver net-zero, protect natural 
capital and secure a wellbeing economy, and if so how should the Scottish 
Government ensure this happens in practice? 

12. Are you convinced the Programme for Government demonstrates that 
climate change is a thread aligning the work of all public agencies, including 
enterprise agencies? 

The AGER recommended that ‘The Scottish Government now needs to establish a 
priority on delivering transformational change with clear sector plans, where the 
coincidence of emissions reductions, the development of natural capital and job 
creation are the strongest.’ 

13. The Scottish Government has set out in their Implementation Plan how they 
intend to deliver “clear sector plans where the coincidence of emissions 
reductions, the development of natural capital and job creation are the 
strongest”. Are these proposed plans sufficient? In what sectors are they 
insufficient?  

Implementation gap 

Responses to the ECCLR Committee’s call for views emphasised the implementation 
gap in delivering on policy proposals aimed to address pressing environmental, social 
and economic issues, and that these outstanding actions are increasingly relevant in 
the context of a green recovery. Respondents point to both the need to implement 
recommendations from the Scottish Government’s own commissioned work from e.g. 
the Infrastructure Commission, the Just Transition Commission, and the CCC, and the 
need to implement known good practice and needed interventions in all sectors 
through increased ambition and resources.  

As an example, the Scottish Wildlife Trust stated:  

‘Many of the policy tools available to achieve green recovery are already open to 
government and its agencies or have been promised for a long time. A key example 
is the lack of movement on the National Ecological Network (or Scottish Nature 
Network as it is also known). This has been a key policy commitment in both the 
National Planning Framework 3 and the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy. Creation of 
an NEN/Scottish Nature Network would have delivered sustainable jobs in all parts 
of Scotland, increased access to green space and help tackle the climate and 
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biodiversity crisis. The lack of action on an NEN/Scottish Nature Network is a major 
barrier to progress and a green recovery’. 

14. Stakeholders have emphasised that lack of implementation of existing 
recommendations, policy commitments and known good practice is a key 
barrier. What is your view on this implementation gap, and how the Scottish 
Government should seek to address it?  

Marking progress 

15. What key indicators or milestones would indicate that Scotland is on a green 
recovery pathway from Covid-19? 
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Session 2: Professor Tahseen Jafry and Dr Katherine Trebeck   

 

Approach to green recovery 

In their submission, Unison stated:  

‘The recent report of the independent Economic Advisory Group to the Scottish 
Government contains some welcome advice. However it also displays some of 
the key barriers to delivering a green and just recovery. One of these is the 
tenacity of belief in orthodox market-led solutions to deliver a green recovery, 
despite the evidence to the contrary.’ 

The Carnegie Trust submission states: 

‘We are concerned governments will focus on economic growth above all in the 
face of the ‘record-breaking’ recession forecast. The challenge is to plan the 
recovery in a way that not only meets climate change targets, but also takes 
into account the virus has exacerbated social and regional inequalities’.  

1. How do you see the concept of a green recovery fitting with aspirations 
around equity, climate justice, biodiversity recovery, and a wellbeing 
economy?  

2. Which societal groups do you consider have been most affected by Covid-
19, and how does this show itself in our wider society?  

3. What have been the positive societal impacts associated with how we’ve 
adapted and responded to Covid-19, and how should these be locked into an 
inclusive recovery? 

4. What indicators are you looking out for to signal that Scotland is on a green 
pathway to recovery, and that this is inclusive and just? 

A Four Capitals approach 

The AGER report suggests that:  

“Scottish Government considers using the ‘Four Capitals’ approach in forming its 
economic strategy, both in the recovery phase and for the longer term. This will 
require considerable technical work in order to measure and monitor our assets, 
notably in natural capital, as we have already noted: but we think that the potential 
long-term benefits in terms of policy provide sufficient justification”.  

The “four capitals” refers to Scotland’s major capital assets: natural capital, social 
networks, collaboration and interaction, human skills and knowledge, and economic 
capital. See the figure below: 
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Figure 1: Four Capitals1 

5. Do you see the Scottish Government beginning to use the ‘four capitals’ 
approach – and how can such an approach be made to deliver action on the 
ground?  

6. Does the National Performance Framework sufficiently capture the 4 capitals 
approach, and if not, what change would better align it? 

Behaviour change and messaging 

 

Professor Jafry noted in her submission to the Committee that: 

 

‘Green recovery on many platforms is currently not seen as a cross 

sectoral/disciplinary agenda. For many it is either about electric vehicles, 

                                                           
1 Source: Advisory Group on Economic Recovery report: 
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/06/towards-
robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland-report-advisory-group-economic-
recovery/documents/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/towards-robust-resilient-
wellbeing-economy-scotland/govscot%3Adocument/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-
scotland.pdf?forceDownload=true 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/06/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland-report-advisory-group-economic-recovery/documents/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/govscot%3Adocument/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland.pdf?forceDownload=true
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/06/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland-report-advisory-group-economic-recovery/documents/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/govscot%3Adocument/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland.pdf?forceDownload=true
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/06/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland-report-advisory-group-economic-recovery/documents/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/govscot%3Adocument/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland.pdf?forceDownload=true
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/06/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland-report-advisory-group-economic-recovery/documents/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/govscot%3Adocument/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland.pdf?forceDownload=true
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/06/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland-report-advisory-group-economic-recovery/documents/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland/govscot%3Adocument/towards-robust-resilient-wellbeing-economy-scotland.pdf?forceDownload=true
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protecting jobs, reducing carbon emissions, green infrastructure etc. It is sector 

specific.  Climate conversations across sectors and society are fragmented. 

Currently climate messages only come to the fore when there is a ‘climate’ 

disaster or extreme weather event as seen in recent days in Aberdeenshire 

(11th August 2020) resulting in landslips and casualties from rail disasters.  We 

hear very little about the nexus between climate change-health&wellbeing-

quality of life-fairness and equity.  In other words the messages around the co-

benefits of green recovery are missing nationally.’ 

Professor Jafry also noted the following: 

‘There is currently little attention paid to tackling behavioural change with 

reference to greening our economy.  Green recovery packages are directed 

more towards technological aspects and developing infrastructure; clean 

transport, green buildings, smart power etc.  Programmes targeting social 

networks to engender pro-environmental behavioural change are few.  In terms 

of barriers we do not put enough emphasis on value-based behavioural 

interventions to reducing our carbon foot print.’ 

7. How should the Scottish Government best address the issues around 
behaviour change and messaging identified in Professor Jafry’s 
submission? What specific interventions are required in the short, medium, 
and long-term to reduce barriers and support behaviour change? 

Just Transition 

The Just Transition Commission’s green recovery report states:  

‘We have an opportunity to reset our progress towards a net-zero economy in 
a way that also actively tackles inequality and promotes regional cohesion’.  

8. How should the Scottish Government ensure that the implementation of a 
national green recovery approach addresses particular regional challenges 
and opportunities and tackles inequality? 

9. The Committee has heard evidence on the concept of regionalisation of the 
green recovery, that a one size fits all approach cannot work. How can this 
be delivered?  

The Just Transition Commission have given key tests for actions on the green 
recovery:  

• Do they set Scotland on a pathway to net-zero?  

• Do they ensure the benefits of climate change action are shared widely, while 
the costs do not unfairly burden those least able to pay, or whose livelihoods 
are directly or indirectly at risk?  

• Will they contribute to a just and fair economic recovery for Scotland, once the 
immediate emergency, created by COVID-19, has subsided? 
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10. How can the Just Transition proposal be delivered on to ensure ‘that the 
benefits of climate change action are shared widely, while the costs do not 
unfairly burden those least able to pay, or whose livelihoods are directly or 
indirectly at risk’? Do you see evidence of delivery? Where is action currently 
lacking? 

The Scottish Government has recently published further detail on governance and 
recruitment arrangements for Scotland’s Climate Assembly.  

11. What role do citizens and communities have in ensuring that there is a just 
and green recovery, and how can their voices and views be amplified and 
taken into account? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-climate-assembly-operations-administration-arrangements/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-climate-assembly-operations-administration-arrangements/
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Session 3: Mike Robinson and Sara Thiam  
 

Immediate priorities 

In their submission to the Committee, the Royal Scottish Geographical Society 
(RSGS) refer to the outcomes of their involvement in a series of Climate Emergency 
Summits: 

‘Six Climate Emergency Summits have engaged with over 200 participants and 
collated over 1000 actions that could be taken today. The recommendations 
outlined in the Green Recovery Report arose as a result of a Climate 
Emergency Summit on that topic and hence are gathered from representatives 
of 41 organisations. The consistency of message is striking - that it is vital we 
embed climate change, well-being, environment and society into every aspect 
of this rebuild.’ 

The RSGS have called for a:  

‘a Route Map to 2030 for each sector which ensures we avoid embedding high 
carbon decisions into immediate priority investment and infrastructure Route 
Map to 2030 to lay out the role of every individual, public sector body and 
industry sector which reasserts the need to respond urgently.’ 

In June 2020, the Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI) published 
Building Scotland’s Green Recovery. In the document, SCDI set out four fundamental 
principles for Scotland’s green recovery from the COVID-19 crisis:  

1. Impact – Investments, interventions and policies should urgently accelerate 
our progress to net-zero, maximise impact on jobs, productivity, wellbeing and 
clean growth and deliver results at pace.  

2. Resilience – Investments, interventions and policies should increase the 
resilience of our society, economy and environment to future disruption, shocks 
and crises.  

3. Fairness – Investments, interventions and policies should reduce inequality, 
protect at-risk communities and support a just transition to net-zero which does 
not leave anyone behind.  

4. Ambition – Investments, interventions and policies should be targeted to 
boost our global competitiveness as a world-leader in clean growth innovation, 
technologies and expertise. 

As part of the document SCDI made a number of specific recommendations and the 
SCDI submission to the Committee highlights a number of these, including a call to: 

• Deliver ‘Green Stimulus’ for investment-led recovery 

• Establish a Green Jobs Transition Taskforce 

• Create a Green Reskilling & Upskilling Fund 

• New ‘net-zero presumption in favour’ green Place-making, infrastructure 
and development 

• Reform public sector procurement model to build more local, sustainable 
and resilient supply chains 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scdi.org.uk%2Fnews-item%2Fscdi-publish-green-recovery-plan%2F&data=02%7C01%7CGraeme.Cook%40parliament.scot%7C262759f72916411bdbb108d85368d4b3%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C637351057005741939&sdata=pWx6yVKu0KQCUvVwvl4ixNxm4CzlnvucvcjyrMbAUWM%3D&reserved=0


ECCLR/S5/20/22/1 

16 

In their submission to the Committee, SCDI stated that: 

‘Scotland needs to respond to the Climate Emergency with the same sense of 
urgency, and in the same spirit of collaboration, as we have this public health 
emergency. The Scottish Government’s Programme for Government 2020/21 
and Budget 2021/22 should reflect this.’ 

1. What are the three most significant measures that Scotland could take over 
the immediate term to support a green recovery - aligning the triple goals of 
transition to net-zero and addressing biodiversity loss, building a 
robust/resilient economy and equity/fairness in society? 

2. Are you confident that the measures set out in the Programme for 
Government reflect an adequate response to the Climate Emergency, 
biodiversity crisis, and Covid-19 economic recovery? 

The Just Transition Commission have noted that: 

‘If current programmes or investments are not aligned to the Scottish 
Government objective of a just, green recovery they must be revised. While we 
recognise the political challenges of this, it seems to us to be an unavoidable 
choice government must face up to regarding the design of its recovery 
package.’ 

A number of stakeholders (Unison, Scottish Wildlife Trust, Friends of the Earth 
Scotland) have flagged up risks associated with a lack of coherence in policy making. 

3. Is the Scottish Government’s overall approach to a green recovery coherent, 
or are there areas which you feel are contradictory? If so, how would you 
address these? 

4. In six months, and in one year, what indicators of progress would give you 
both confidence that we are on track with a green recovery?  

Skills and training 

A number of submissions to the Committee have highlighted the need for training, 
reskilling and upskilling programmes to support a green recovery and noted the 
challenges posed by skills gaps.   

In their submission RSGS have called for a significant role out of universal climate 
change training: 

‘Every public body and those in receipt of public funding to immediately 
undertake urgent universal climate change training to ensure every single 
public servant, as well as elected members at all levels of government are 
climate literate.’ 

5. What would RSGS see as the model for developing high levels of climate 
leadership/skills across public bodies and those in receipt of public funding?  

In written evidence to the Committee, Professor Dave Reay notes that the lack of 
workforce capacity is a key barrier to securing a green recovery. And that: 
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‘Aligning skills, training and job creation with a green recovery is therefore vital 
in terms of buffering the impacts of Covid AND keeping Scotland on track to 
deliver on its climate change targets’.   

The SCDI have made a number of recommendations including: 

• establish a green jobs transition task force 

• create a green reskilling and upskilling fund 

• funded or subsidised green apprenticeship and employment opportunities.  

6. Can SCDI explain what progress they are seeing on their recommendations 
of a green jobs transition task force, a green reskilling and upskilling fund, 
and funded or subsidised green apprenticeship and employment 
opportunities? 

Behaviour change 

A number of experts have identified the opportunity to embed positive low carbon 
behaviours as part of the green recovery in particular relating to opportunities in 
transport (the SCDI green recovery report and the submission to the AGER on 
transport by Professors Jillian Anable, Iain Docherty and Greg Marsden for example). 

The RSGS submission notes that:  

‘Given the dramatic change in travel behaviour as a consequence of lockdown, 
this is an area of particular uncertainty as we work toward a green recovery. 
The decisions of people and businesses as we begin to resume accessing 
work, key services, and leisure will determine transport demand.’ 

And a recommendation to:  

‘Prioritise funding and urgent delivery of active and sustainable transport 
investment and infrastructure. A huge redirection of investment from high 
carbon to prioritise infrastructure for rail, bus and active travel as well as 
community facilities and digital meeting technologies is essential for just, green 
recovery.’ 

The CCC identified ‘leading a shift towards long terms behaviours’ as one of the 
guiding principles to support action towards securing a green recovery. 

The SCDI Green Recovery report similarly highlights that: 

‘the recovery offers a unique opportunity to deliver more permanent and more 
radical changes which make our communities more sustainable and more 
resilient to future disruption, building on the principles and progress of 
Scotland’s National Planning Framework 4.’   

On transport the SCDI suggest that: 

‘the objective should be to encourage modal shift away from commuting by car 
or other fossil fuel vehicle towards more sustainable and more active forms of 
transport, especially for shorter, local journeys, and to lock-in positive citizen 
and consumer behaviour change…As we build Scotland’s Green Recovery, we 



ECCLR/S5/20/22/1 

18 

have an unprecedented opportunity to embed new social norms, especially for 
modal shift in travel. Government, regulators, educators and the wider public 
sector will need to work together with business, industry, the third sector and 
wider civic society to support and strengthen these changes, turning short-term 
trends into a permanent of our society over the long-term.’ 

In their joint submission to the AGER on transport Professors Jillian Anable, Iain 
Docherty and Greg Marsden comment similarly that: 

‘We are at a critical juncture that will set the demand trajectories for car travel, 
public transport use, walking, cycling and digital communication for years to 
come, and probably for the timescale over which we must achieve 
decarbonisation. It is essential that we intervene to manage the likely rebound 
in demand for car travel, otherwise we will embed trends that will mean we miss 
our decarbonisation targets and reverse progress made on social inclusion and 
fair transition. For the avoidance of doubt, allowing increased car travel will not 
aid economic recovery, and will exacerbate social inequity given the number of 
people that do not have access to a car.’ 

The SCDI green recovery report calls for a number of measures which would support 
such a shift including: 

‘Encourage home working and enshrine ‘right to work from home’ in 
employment legislation.’ 

And: 

‘Experiment with reduced working hours or four-day week - Employers could 
explore reduced working hours, a four-day week or other flexible working 
options for their workers to further reduce the need for work-related travel, 
spread the load of commuters to facilitate social distancing and reduce peak 
time pressures on public transport.’ 

7. How confident are you that sufficient efforts have been taken to embed new 
norms and help lock in low carbon travel and other behaviours in the 
response to Covid-19 to date and what additional measures would help? 

Conditionality/procurement 

The Committee has explored issues associated with conditionality around public 
funding.  The RSGS submission notes that: 

‘Public money should only fund activities in line with a safe green recovery, with 
a mandatory requirement for funding to be conditional, and for it to be carefully 
scrutinised by The Scottish Parliament to ensure it is. All public funding should 
be conditional, requiring a demonstration of climate change understanding and 
dependent on all action being in line with a just, green recovery for people and 
nature. Any support to high-carbon or polluting industries must be absolutely 
conditional on producing and reporting on public just transition plans - not to 
extend or export old industries e.g. in fossil fuels.’ 

A number of submissions to the Committee have highlighted opportunities to use 
public procurement to support a green recovery. 
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In their response to the AGER, the Scottish Government stated their commitment to: 

‘Maximise the contribution that public authorities can make to the four capitals 
through the strategic interpretation of procurement.’  

And 

‘Work with public authorities to broaden and advance the impact of the 
Sustainable Procurement Duty within the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 
2014.’ 

The RSGS submission to the Committee also states the following:  

‘Introduce climate criteria to all procurement decisions and tenders. To even be 
considered for tender, should require a certification in climate knowledge and 
pledge to act. This would improve knowledge, promote investment in low and 
zero emission infrastructure and industries, more sustainable procurement, 
benefit clean, local production, processing and trigger industrial and business 
model innovation through creation of lead markets.’ 

8. If you agree that all Scottish Government support for economy and business 
should be compatible with goals to deliver net-zero, protect natural capital 
and secure a wellbeing economy, how should the Scottish Government act 
now to ensure this happens in practice? 

Funding priorities and investment 

RSGS highlight the need to support investment in natural capital, provide public 
funding to support active and sustainable transport, link public funding to the provision 
of public goods from land management. 

SCDI propose that the Scottish Government ‘Develop net-zero proposition to attract 
industries to invest, develop supply chains and relocate production in Scotland’ and 
go on to suggest that: 

‘Scotland’s green stimulus package should include new or expanded national 
programmes of investment at pace and at scale in:  

• Domestic buildings retrofit and energy efficiency.  
• Domestic buildings heat pumps.  
• Low- and zero-carbon transport infrastructure.  
• Nature-based solutions.  
• Digital connectivity.’ 

SCDI have also proposed a new ‘net-zero presumption in favour’ and incentives for 
green place-making, infrastructure and development. 

9. In the context of public spending priorities to support a green recovery what 
parts of the forthcoming Scottish Government budget would you suggest 
should see a boost in spending, and where would you suggest that spending 
should be correspondingly reduced? 
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10. How would you expect the forthcoming Scottish Government Infrastructure 
Investment Plan to demonstrate that it is aligned with supporting a green 
recovery? 

11. What approaches can the Scottish Government take to help secure private 
investment in support of securing a green recovery? 

12. In the context of the proposals and solutions that SCDI has put forward to 
support green growth, are you content that the Scottish National Investment 
Bank is sufficiently capitalised and orientated to deliver these priorities ‘at 
pace and at scale’? 

 
Dr Dan Barlow, Committee Adviser 
Anna Brand, Graeme Cook and Alasdair Reid, SPICe 
10 September 2020 
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Annexe B 

The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green Recovery 

Submission from Professor Tahseen Jafry, Centre for Climate Justice 

Context 

The Coronavirus pandemic, unlike the financial crisis, is causing an economic 
slowdown in both the developed and developing world. This slowdown has seen price 
of American crude oil turn negative as demand has fallen. Global carbon emissions 
have fallen with less frequent travel and transport and significant reductions in 
industrial activity.  According to Nature Climate Change by early-mid April global 
carbon dioxide emissions had reduced by 17% compared with 2019 averages. The 
benefits of less air pollution, was felt in mega cities including Edinburgh, Glasgow to 
London and Beijing.  However, these respites for the climate are pyrrhic victories at 
best. The UK is officially now in recession for the first time in 11 years.  Unemployment 
is rising, companies are laying off workers and struggling to stay in business across 
all sectors, and healthcare systems of even the wealthiest nations are struggling to 
cope with the scale of this pandemic.  The pandemic is left a burgeoning and growing 
gap in social inequality and has brought to the fore racial inequality with reference to 
‘Black Lives Matter’.  There is no doubt that the global Coronavirus Pandemic will have 
a significant bearing on what can and cannot be achieved with reference to building 
back better and delivering green recovery plans.  However, UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres stressed that we do not forget the “deeper environmental 
emergency" of climate change during our responses to coronavirus recovery plans. 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and 
those for a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate 
Change, provide a comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green 
recovery in Scotland? 

No.  This framework falls short on a number of levels: 

The framework itself is vague and confusing.  It misses building on the fundamental 
principles of sustainable development  - economy, society and environment.  Rather 
bringing in ‘using sound science’ which is in itself is not a principle but a methodological 
approach.  

The arrows don’t direct the reader to link cause and effect or other relationship. Either 
some further arrows are needed or some further building blocks required.  

I would like to see leadership mentioned somewhere in the diagram rather than just   
good governance.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and 
/ or community)? 

Key Barriers/Challenges 

Business as usual thinking 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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Green recovery packages are currently driven by economists and in many ways 
‘business as usual thinking’ which hinders developing a more strategic approach that 
is built on values to the just transition process.  The challenge is to ensure that green 
recovery plans are fair, just, inclusive and built on a vision that is driven by the notion 
of ‘wellbeing’ for society and working towards achieving the sustainable development 
goals with the guiding principle of ‘leave no-one behind’.   

Messaging-visioning-behavioural change  

Green recovery on many platforms is currently not seen as a cross 
sectoral/disciplinary agenda. For many it is either about electric vehicles, protecting 
jobs, reducing carbon emissions, green infrastructure etc. It is sector specific.  Climate 
conversations across sectors and society are fragmented. Currently climate messages 
only come to the fore when there is a ‘climate ‘disaster or extreme weather event as 
seen in recent days in Aberdeenshire (11th August 2020) resulting in landslips and 
casualties from rail disasters.  We hear very little about the nexus between climate 
change-health&wellbeing-quality of life-fairness and equity.  In other words the 
messages around the co-benefits of green recovery are missing nationally.   

Behavioural change 

There is currently little attention paid to tackling behavioural change with reference to 
greening our economy.  Green recovery packages are directed more towards 
technological aspects and developing infrastructure; clean transport, green buildings, 
smart power etc.  Programmes targeting social networks to engender pro-
environmental behavioural change are few.  In terms of barriers we do not put enough 
emphasis on value-based behavioural interventions to reducing our carbon foot print.  
For example, in the context of reducing energy in homes many users are not aware, 
interested or capable of managing their energy use in an efficient manner, whether in 
affluent or deprived areas. The high potential for energy and cost savings through 
behaviour change in this context can be considered a ‘low-hanging fruit’ for achieving 
immediate and considerable emission reductions in Scotland. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a 

green recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Policy that ensures that green recovery is effective, equitable and values driven – 
embracing procedural and distributive justice 

Green recovery policies that recognise social and climate inequality exists and place 
these issues at the heart of green recovery plans.  Transition to a green recovery that 
is fair for everyone must ensure that the way we mitigate climate change does not 
result in furthering socio-economic inequalities. 

A green recovery strategy must recognise that our economic systems cannot ignore 
the environmental and social cost of business. A return to business as usual risks 
escalating climate change and further exposing the most vulnerable to the future 
crises. This pandemic is a moment of acute clarity that our economies are not 
independent of the world around us. The real test will be whether the world’s 
governments are willing to adopt new approaches to economic management that 
recognise the social and environmental injustices of high-carbon economic growth – 
and act with the same level of urgency to address such injustices as they have with 
this pandemic. 
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Approaching green and sustainable recovery that is built on and driven by a set of core 
values.  These core values are key to getting societal engagement to embracing the 
notion of green recovery.  Core values include equity, equality, inclusivity, voice, 
representation and participation.  These core values should be guided by the 
Sustainable Development Goals motto “leave no-one behind”.   

Immediate priorities: 

Use scientific evidence to develop a framework that is reflective of procedural justice, 
distributive justice, intergenerational justice.  Use this framework to analyse and adjust 
green recovery plans in the short, medium and long term.   

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and 
avoid locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to 
deliver a green and sustainable recovery? 

The 2021/22 budget should reflect on the developing the social infrastructure to 

green recovery together with public spending in the hard infrastructure.   

The Committee would welcome your views on these questions and on the additional 
questions: 

• In light of Covid-19, and the need for a green, just and resilient recovery, has the 
work programme of the Centre for Climate Justice changed? 

The Centre for Climate Justice has always place social inequality and justice at 
the heart of our programme of work.  In light of Covid 19 our work has 
strengthened and galvanised around these key areas. We have seen a 
significant growth in the demand for what we do with multiple request for 
support, evidence and inputs.   

• Have you carried out any specific work into the impacts of the pandemic? How 
does this work inform the delivery of a green, just and resilient recovery? 

Amongst other assignments, we are currently working in partnership with the 
Pan African Climate Justice Alliance in 8 African countries on green, just and 
resilient recovery.   

• Have you had any discussions with the Scottish Government in relation to the 
impacts of the pandemic on climate justice and delivering a green, just and resilient 
recovery?  No.  

• What changes would you expect to see from the Scottish budget and fiscal policies 
to indicate that Scotland is on a pathway to a green recovery? 

Clear investment earmarked at supporting a range of initiatives that is directed 
at change in rural, peri-urban and urban settings not just city focussed.  
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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green Recovery 

Submission from the Royal Scottish Geographical Society 

Introduction 

This submission of evidence to the ECCLR Committee aims to inform the Committee's 
work on Green recovery and propose 12 key priority actions for further consideration. 

Six Climate Emergency Summits have engaged with over 200 participants and 
collated over 1000 actions that could be taken today. The recommendations outlined 
in the Green Recovery Report arose as a result of a Climate Emergency Summit on 
that topic and hence are gathered from representatives of 41 organisations. These 
include directors and leaders from across society, industry, investment, public sector, 
community and non-government organisations. 

The consistency of message is striking - that it is vital we embed climate change, well-
being, environment and society into every aspect of this rebuild. This is also in 
agreement with earlier recommendations from the Committee on Climate Change and 
the Just Transition Commission, although these are simply principles and need to be 
turned into an action framework. 

The need for a vision, direction, leadership and an urgent framework for action and 
delivery is clear. The will is there, the money and action now need to back it up, and 
directed in a way that means everyone can play their part. 

We urgently need to see a Route Map to 2030 to lay out the role of every individual, 
public sector body and industry sector which reasserts the need to respond urgently. 
And to ensure we take the action needed, we need to follow this up with more open 
and regular accountability. Right now, it is vital that we do not increase long term 
carbon emissions through current actions and short-term decision making. 

Recommendations and Priority Actions for Scotland’s Green Recovery 

We are at a critical moment of human history. As the world is emerging from a global 
pandemic, we are facing a natural global emergency of an unprecedented scale. Covid 
has caused devastating impacts across communities in the UK and globally. At the 
same time, it also presents us with the opportunity to “build back better” and implement 
the lessons learned from the pandemic to the greatest natural emergency, namely 
climate change.  

The significance of now 

A collective national response to tackle the COVID-19 crisis has required a clarity of 
purpose, direction and leadership from our decision makers supported by clear, 
consistent communications and actions. The framework to deliver a safe outcome has 
been absolutely clear, inclusive and explicit in the roles for each one of us and every 
sector. The necessary actions and resource to ensure it progresses at pace must be 
put in place. 
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COVID-19 reminds us of our interconnected world and our interdependence on each 
other’s actions. It has reminded us of the critical importance of listening to science, 
addressing the risks as soon as we are aware of them and the utterly devastating 
consequences if we choose not to. And that the consequences disproportionately 
impact upon those most vulnerable. 

A pandemic was scientifically predictable albeit with an unknown timescale.   The 
climate emergency is clearly scientifically predictable too, but unlike Covid-19, it has 
a very clear timescale and an almost unimaginably more profound global impact.   Now 
we know that we can act urgently and effectively in an emergency. Now our nation 
needs to recover to good health.   But we face a much greater and well understood 
emergency, and if this does not also get addressed during this period of ‘building a 
new better’ we will be facing much greater disruption in the next decade.  It is time to 
leave injustice and old ways of destruction behind and work, quickly, towards a new 
vision for 2030 - a Route Map to 2030 for each sector which ensures we avoid 
embedding high carbon decisions into immediate priority investment and 
infrastructure.  

The Climate Emergency Summit demonstrated that there are many opportunities and 
an overwhelming collective of voices and commitments to act together for a new better 
- a fair economy and society that values people and nature at its heart. Please find the 
full report from the Summit here 

Delivery framework within 6 months 

Strategies, structures, policies, resources and communications must have the clarity 
and consistency of purpose required to enable recovery, and tackle the emergency.   
We need to see a delivery framework in place within 6 months, with a commitment in 
the Programme for Government to complete it by December 2020. 

Public money should only fund activities in line with a safe green recovery, with a 
mandatory requirement for funding to be conditional, and for it to be carefully 
scrutinised by The Scottish Parliament to ensure it is.  Whether that is for every 
educational institution to be required to deliver a focus on green, just recovery in every 
course, for every single public servant to be trained on climate solutions or for tenders 
to government contracts to be conditional on businesses and organisations acting in 
line with just and green. The reform of the entire system must be significant and 
informed by science. 

Private money will follow. The smart money is already getting out of the old normal 
and with enough certainty (clear long term plans) every ordinary saver through to large 
investor will be able to have a role, to only invest in a safe, green future.  

Pursuing a vision of a just green nation by 2030 will require bold, brave leadership as 
well as imagination and collaboration, but it can be done. There are many 
commitments to wellbeing and planetary health in place, but these need urgent action 
and priority investment. The goodwill and opportunity for a new better is clear - and 
the jobs and investment to make it happen, never needed so much.  

 

 

https://www.rsgs.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=e894334b-364c-4207-ab67-db5491da8986
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12 Priority Actions 

Here are 12 of the actions we would like to see UK and Scottish Governments and 
agencies act upon immediately: 

1. Provide leadership and direction with a clear inclusive vision for 2030, 
informed by a national conversation on a just, green recovery - a national effort 
towards a new better. 

2. Government, Parliament and public bodies should provide strong coherent 
leadership on climate, by leading by example with big, bold steps to inspire 
and ensure delivery of the vision for 2030.  

3. Every public body and those in receipt of public funding to immediately 
undertake urgent universal climate change training to ensure every single 
public servant, as well as elected members at all levels of government are 
climate literate.  

4. Set out the pathway to a just, green vision for 2030 clearly and quickly in a 
high level action framework, like the Route Map to recovery from the covid 
crisis.  This must provide clarity of purpose, transparency, accountability and 
expectations from each sector and across society.  

5. Provide tax relief for positive choices, green investment and services, and 
increase tax on polluting and high carbon choices.  

6. All public funding should be conditional, requiring a demonstration of 
climate change understanding and dependent on all action being in line with a 
just, green recovery for people and nature. Any support to high-carbon or 
polluting industries must be absolutely conditional on producing and reporting 
on public just transition plans - not to extend or export old industries e.g. in fossil 
fuels. 

7. Introduce climate criteria to all procurement decisions and tenders. To 
even be considered for tender, should require a certification in climate 
knowledge and pledge to act. This would improve knowledge, promote 
investment in low and zero emission infrastructure and industries, more 
sustainable procurement, benefit clean, local production, processing and 
trigger industrial and business model innovation through creation of lead 
markets.  

8. Prioritise funding and urgent delivery of active and sustainable transport 
investment and infrastructure. A huge redirection of investment from high 
carbon to prioritise infrastructure for rail, bus and active travel as well as 
community facilities and digital meeting technologies is essential for just, green 
recovery.  

9. Expand and invest in nature based solutions eg. the Scottish Nature 
Network initiative to bring benefits to both ecosystems and society. 

10. Restore carbon rich habitats through natural capital investment and 
immediately ban all extraction or imports of peat and destruction of ancient 
woodlands. 
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11. Provide public funding on the provision of public goods from land 
management. It should incentivise activities that bring multiple benefits to 
society such as carbon storage and sequestration, woodland management, 
flood risk reduction. 

12. Major focus on retrofitting existing built assets over new build homes, 
creating jobs and investment in sustainable construction. 

 

The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green Recovery 

Submission from The Scottish Council for Development and Industry 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and 
those for a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate 
Change, provide a comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green 
recovery in Scotland? 

Our recent report, Building Scotland’s Green Recovery,2 set out four fundamental 
principles for Scotland’s green recovery from the COVID-19 crisis: 

1. Impact – Investments, interventions and policies should urgently accelerate our 
progress to net-zero, maximise impact on jobs, productivity, wellbeing and 
clean growth and deliver results at pace. 

2. Resilience – Investments, interventions and policies should increase the 
resilience of our society, economy and environment to future disruption, shocks 
and crises. 

3. Fairness – Investments, interventions and policies should reduce inequality, 
protect at-risk communities and support a just transition to net-zero which does 
not leave anyone behind. 

4. Ambition – Investments, interventions and policies should be targeted to boost 
our global competitiveness as a world-leader in clean growth innovation, 
technologies and expertise. 
 

Scotland needs to respond to the Climate Emergency with the same sense of urgency, 
and in the same spirit of collaboration, as we have this public health emergency. The 
Scottish Government’s Programme for Government 2020/21 and Budget 2021/22 
should reflect this. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery? 

Building Scotland’s Green Recovery identified key policies, actions and immediate 
priorities for a green recovery with the support of our Clean Growth Leadership Group3 
and after engaging with dozens of businesses, organisations and stakeholders across 
Scotland. 

                                                           
2 www.scdi.org.uk/policy/download-our-green-recovery-plan  
3 www.scdi.org.uk/cleangrowth  

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
http://www.scdi.org.uk/policy/download-our-green-recovery-plan
http://www.scdi.org.uk/cleangrowth
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Deliver ‘Green Stimulus’ for investment-led recovery 

The UK Government and the Scottish Government should deliver a large-scale fiscal 
stimulus package which invests in green infrastructure and other low- or zero-carbon 
‘shovel-ready’ projects across Scotland to generate new demand, stimulate economic 
activity, create new green jobs and support clean growth. Scotland’s green stimulus 
package should include new or expanded national programmes of investment at pace 
and at scale in domestic buildings retrofit and energy efficiency; domestic buildings 
heat pumps; low- and zero-carbon transport infrastructure; nature-based solutions 
(e.g. peatland restoration, tree planting); and digital connectivity. Investment in these 
areas will be particularly critical to quickly create large numbers of jobs in the months 
ahead and to support behaviour change and modal shift as people go back to work 
and school. 

Establish a Green Jobs Transition Taskforce 

The Scottish Government should establish a Green Jobs Transition Taskforce in 
partnership with business, industry, local authorities, trade unions and Scotland’s 
enterprise and skills agencies as an emergency labour market intervention. Its role in 
the Green Recovery should be to prevent a surge in mass unemployment in the late 
summer or early autumn by planning for workforce transition, managing sector change 
and supporting laid-off workers with the information, advice or reskilling and upskilling 
opportunities they need to transition quickly and smoothly into new green jobs. The 
risk of large-scale redundancies over the coming months in key sectors for the Scottish 
economy (e.g. tourism & hospitality, retail, construction, energy) remains high. 

Create a Green Reskilling & Upskilling Fund 

The Scottish Government should create an ambitious, universal and flexible Green 
Reskilling & Upskilling Fund.4 The Fund should give every Scottish adult a lifelong 
entitlement of credits which they can use to fund green reskilling and upskilling 
opportunities at any stage of their life or career to keep pace with changes in 
technology, the environment or employment. Launching such a fund as part of 
Scotland’s Green Recovery would spark a green learning revolution to make 
Scotland’s workforce globally competitive, highly skilled and fit for the green jobs of 
the future. 

Funded or subsidised green apprenticeship and employment opportunities for 

young people 

Young people are likely to suffer disproportionately as a result of the crisis. The 
Scottish Government and Skills Development Scotland should work with employers to 
create funded or subsidised green apprenticeships, placements and other 
employment opportunities for young people, especially those who have developed 
green skills and are leaving university or college. The Advisory Group on Economic 
Recovery’s proposal for a Job Guarantee for young people is therefore very welcome. 

 

                                                           
4 Follows key recommendation of our Upskilling Scotland report: 
www.scdi.org.uk/policy/skillsleadershipgroup  

http://www.scdi.org.uk/policy/skillsleadershipgroup
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Develop Green Town/City Plans for Scotland’s towns and cities 

Scotland’s towns and cities should develop Green Town/City Plans with support from 
the Scottish Government and local partners which set out steps they will take to 
transform their topography and connectivity to create more inclusive, resilient and 
sustainable places. The Plans should include short-term changes and long-term 
commitments which will to help communities and businesses recover and reduce 
emissions. Short-term changes should include rapid active travel interventions and 
new infrastructure to facilitate social distancing, support modal shift and help 
businesses reopen. The implementation of Low Emission Zones, which was recently 
paused, should be restarted with more ambitious objectives and on accelerated 
timescales. City Region Deal/Growth Deal projects should be reviewed in the context 
of net-zero. 

New ‘net-zero presumption in favour’ green Place-making, infrastructure and 

development 

Planning authorities should implement a new ‘net-zero presumption in favour’, 
alongside other reforms and incentives, for low- or zero-carbon Place-making, 
infrastructure and development which is essential to achieving net-zero, like new 
active travel routes, onshore wind farms, pumped storage hydro or sustainable 
housing. By accelerating the approval and delivery of plans and projects which meet 
the highest net-zero standards, Scotland can help the housing and construction 
sectors to recover and decarbonise. The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) 
should also reflect this as a key priority. 

Reform public sector procurement model to build more local, sustainable and 

resilient supply chains 

Scotland’s public procurement model must be reformed to support more local, 
sustainable and resilient supply chains which build stronger local economies and 
reduce emissions. New procurement rules, practices and culture, supported by 
improved workforce training and third-party certified information on climate impacts, 
should look beyond the outdated lowest cost model to holistically consider long-term 
economic and environmental costs and benefits. 

Accelerate net-zero progress through support packages, rescue or bailout 

agreements and patient or venture capital 

The UK Government and Scottish Government should negotiate support packages or 
rescue and bailout agreements for crisis-hit businesses or sectors which include 
strong sustainability conditionality and accelerate progress by industry towards net-
zero. It should maximise the impact of the new Scottish National Investment Bank as 
a patient or venture capital investor in clean growth tech innovators and scale-ups and 
as a green investment vehicle to sustainably manage state equity. 
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Annexe C 

Environment Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Community engagement on a green recovery, September 2020 

Key Themes 

Community Outreach Team 

Summary 

Three community meetings and 68 postcard consultations were undertaken by 
the Community Outreach Team to engage members of the public who were unlikely 
to participate in a digital or other public consultation. 88 members of the public aged 
from 5 to 80 engaged through our work during July and August 2020. Through virtual 
meetings and partnered community engagement we heard from people in Arran, 
Edinburgh, Moray, North Lanarkshire and the Western Isles.  

We sought to hear from the voluntary sector and those with lived experience. 
Specifically, people and communities involved in the emergency response to the 
Covid-19 emergency. And to hear from individuals who may have been adversely 
impacted by the crisis and may be more vulnerable to societal change to achieve 
net-zero. 

We heard from a range of groups and individuals within the groups below: Island and 
rural and urban communities; older and younger people; people with learning and or 
physical disabilities; people who are socially and/or economically excluded; people 
who are shielding. 

Outcomes  

The outcomes from the engagement can be broadly grouped into themes:  

• Communities emergency response to Covid-19 
 

• Community Resilience – strength in communities 
 

• Local Solutions – recognition and support for the local 
 

• Community Empowerment – a bottom up approach to a Green Recovery  
 

• Support for a ‘Green Recovery’ 
 

• Behaviour Changes – that happened during lockdown which impacted the 
environment, positive and negative. 
 

• Support needed to sustain and make change: Time; Education; 
Infrastructure; Sustainable and available travel; digital ex/inclusion, Energy; 
Homes; Planning; Skills/Training/Jobs – especially for young people; 
Leadership – clear communication and messaging. 
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• More general themes included: Circular economy – local sustainable 
projects; Sustainable Investment approaches – for business, projects, 
enterprise; Sustainable procurement approaches – eg. public transport; 
Equality- bridging the gap, (vulnerability), digital inclusion, prioritisation of social 
and environmental priorities. 

 
Full notes from the community meetings and all of the submissions to the postcard 
consultation can be found here.  

People and Organisations Involved 

 
Postcard consultations  

Northern Corridor Volunteers  

• Cardowan, North Lanarkshire 

• 20 young people aged 8 – 17 during the summer programme. 

• Format: postcards used as part of creative session. 
 

Edinburgh & Lothian Greenspaces Trust  

• Out & About Project 

• 12 people participated from: Residents at Old Farm Court Colinton Road; 
Oxgangs Walking Group; Oxgangs Roadshow participants; Best Bib n Tucker; 
The Quarries – Gilmerton; Moredun Roadshow participants; Zoom Gentle 
Fitness participants; Occupational Therapist working in Oxgangs took some to 
do with individuals she works with Volunteers at Gracemount Litter Pick. 

• Format: postcards 
 

Pilmeny Development Centre  

• Leith, Edinburgh – Pages 15 – 31 

• 20 people participated from: Leith Timebank members; Men's Group Health 
and Wellbeing (over 50s); Drop-in Group (over 50s social group); Volunteers; 
Youth Club (5 yr olds)   

• Format: The respondents completed the consultation via postcards, email and 
phone.  
 

Speak Out Group 

• Advocacy Western Isles 

• 18 people participated: Independent advocacy group formed in 2006 for adults 
with learning disabilities. 

• Format: Postcards discussed during a Zoom call. 
 

Community meetings 

Arran community meeting hosted by - Arran Community Voluntary Service – with the 
Mary Davies Trust, Green Arran Future, Arran Elderly Forum, Lochranza Outdoor 
Centre, Arran Youth Foundation, U3A, Arran Sound, Umbrella Project, Keep Arran 
Talking. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/115470.aspx
http://ourgreenspace.org/
http://www.elgt.org.uk/
http://www.pilmenydevelopmentproject.co.uk/#:~:text=The%20overall%20aim%20of%20the%20Pilmeny%20Development%20Project,towards%20the%20identification%20and%20resolution%20of%20their%20problems.
https://advocacywi.co.uk/learning-disabilities/
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/ECCLR_2020.08.28_GR_Engagement_Arran.pdf
https://www.arrancvs.org.uk/
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Moray community meeting hosted by Tsi Moray with Saorse Sallen, 2 Tsi Moray staff, 
and one individual. 

North Lanarkshire community meeting hosted by Voluntary Action North Lanarkshire 
with Northern Corridor Volunteers, Voice of Experience Forum, Voluntary Action North 
Lanarkshire, Cumberland Resilience Group, Chryston Community Council, Green 
Health Volunteering, Getting better Together Project, Alzheimer Scotland, Friends of 
Canbusnethan Priory. 

Questions Asked 

Postcard consultation 

1. Have you made changes since lockdown that have benefitted the environment? 
2. Would you like to keep up these changes? 
3. What do you need to do that? 

 
Community Meetings 

1. What do you think a green recovery should mean? 
2. How do the principles of sustainable development relate to your work, the 

people that you support? 
3. Have you seen positive environmental changes as a result of how communities 

have responded to the crisis? 
4. What are the barriers to delivering a green recovery in the voluntary sector? 
5. What does your sector need to help protect the environment and to support the 

communities that you work with? 
6. What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a 

green recovery in the voluntary sector? 
 

Additional questions (agree, disagree, not sure, vote) 

Do you agree or disagree that steps should be taken by the government to help the 
economy recover should be designed to help achieve Net Zero? 

Do you think that, government, employers and or others should take steps to 
encourage lifestyle to change to be more compatible with reaching net zero? 

Key Themes 

Community Emergency Response to Covid-19 

A clear theme running through was of the wide ranging, rapid community response to 
Covid-19. How people had come together and created new and vital support. 
Examples showed emergency, co-ordinated community response: providing food; 
prescriptions; mental and physical support; co-ordinated approach to solve transport 
etc. Many groups addressing immediate crisis did this found sustainable solutions and 
had their own environmental remit. 

North Lanarkshire community meeting: 

‘We’ve seen things like Cumbernauld ‘clean up group’ emerge locally as 
lockdown eases as littering is becoming an issue.’ ‘Cumbernauld Resilience 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/ECCLR_2020.08.28_GR_Engagement_tsiMoray_and_the_SP.pdf
https://www.tsimoray.org.uk/
https://www.tsimoray.org.uk/
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/ECCLR_2020.08.28_GR_Engagement_VANL.pdf
http://voluntaryactionnorthlanarkshire.org/
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Group, with a Facebook group of 800 people, delivered 58,000 meals from the 
foodbank, prescriptions. Delivering food that is local, fresh and healthy, a 
sustainable food initiative.’ 

Arran community meeting: 

‘Arran people are very resilient, community spirited, help each other and are a 
good example of how to deal with practical issues.’  

Moray community meeting: 

‘Communities have come together and recharged the local community minibus 
to take people to the surgeries so they don’t have to take public transport. Little 
villages weren’t really working together before.’ 

Northern Corridor Volunteers: 

‘Over lockdown we delivered 300 food and essentials packages to vulnerable 
households, walked dogs, shopped, collected prescriptions, tidied gardens, 
cleaned up local green space.’ 

Community Resilience – strength in communities 

Local Solutions – recognition and support for the local 

Community Empowerment – a bottom up approach to a Green Recovery  

People asked for recognition of the community response during Covid-19 to be used 
as an example and solution for recovery going forward. A strong theme was of 
community resilience and a desire for that to be recognised and for local people to 
have a say and voice in planning and decision and problem solving. Local control, to 
be heard, local solutions and a recognition of how communities have worked together 
before and particularly during the crisis.  

People discussed the barriers to community empowerment and the need for an 
infrastructure of support for community development. 

Arran Community Meeting: 

‘We need things to help and sustain groups and projects that already help 
people’ 

‘We need to start with what we have.’  

‘We need to go from the base up have local conversations and not leave people 
behind.’  

Moray Community Meeting: 

‘Communities have the understanding and ideas, solutions to do things 
themselves but they need resources to facilitate these projects and ideas…. It 
needs investment rather than trying to control and direct community responses.’  
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‘There are barriers to empower local people. There needs to be local solutions 
for people desperately in need, and money to support local projects.’ 

‘People have come together locally, rapidly, effectively’ 

Edinburgh and Lothians Greenspaces Trust postcard participant: 

‘Government could help to create ... good relationships in the community’ 

North Lanarkshire community meeting: 

‘immediate priority needs to be to urgently identify and fund existing resources, 
ones that fit with a green agenda, which have been set up and run by the 
community and are truly community led.’ 

Behaviour Change 
 

Northern Corridor Volunteers – young people’s summer programme: 

 
People described a number of changes that they had undertaken during lockdown that 
had benefitted the environment: gardening, growing food, cooking and planning 
cooking, less food waste, shopping local, upcycling, active travel – cycling, walking, 
less time in the car, volunteering, spending time to support others to get involved in 
nature and the outdoors, spending time in nature. Or considering staycations for the 
future.  

Pilmeny Development Project postcard participant: 

‘I have walked more to get my weekly food shopping using a rucksack and 
without buying additional plastic bags.’ 
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‘The biggest difference I have noticed (since lockdown) is I can breathe properly 
due to less pollution which has been amazing.’ 

People also described a number of changes that they had made that had a negative 
impact on the environment: using more chemicals for cleaning, using disposable 
masks, using more plastic bags in shops, using less public transport, more energy at 
home. 

The support needed to sustain and make change and attitude 

To understand people’s attitude to a Green Recovery and how to achieve net zero in 
the community meetings we asked if people support actions to help the recovery and 
the environment. People were in support. 

 
We also heard in the postcard consultation that people are keen to support the 
environment and willing to make changes. They wrote enthusiastically about their 
support for the environment and told us about lifestyle changes they had been making 
during lockdown.  

Edinburgh and Lothians Greenspaces Trust postcard participant: 

‘Just because the pandemic is ending it doesn’t mean the environment should 
suffer’ 

Northern Corridor Volunteers postcard participants: 

‘Young people in creative sessions made models with themes emerging 
around, ‘fresh food for everyone, houses and electric cars for everyone, 
protecting woodland, animals and insects, keeping seas clean.’    
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What is needed to support behaviour change 

The key things that people said that they need in order to make and sustain change 
are: 

• Time 

• Education  

• Infrastructure – travel, digital, energy, homes, planning 

• Skills, training, jobs especially for young people 

• Leadership 
 

Time  

A large number of people talked about how time was a big factor in being able to make 
and sustain changes. Time to think, plan and prepare and to undertake activities like 
cooking, freezing (less food waste) gardening, walking, cycling, upcycling, shopping 
local. And more energy for these activities. Volunteering was a big theme. As people 
and families were had time they helped others, support them to get involved in nature 
and environmental activities.  

Arran community meeting: 

‘Working with older people we were able to get them more involved (in 
nature/gardening) with the support of their families…. It is dependent upon their 
families to support or encourage activities.’ 

Education 

Some people felt education was needed and important in encouraging behaviour 
changes. 

Arran community meeting: 

‘You can’t make people do things, they have to want to, it takes education. If 
kids get educated, they take it back home to their parents and share learning. 
Once change happens, people get used to it, e.g. smoking ban, compulsory 
seatbelts.’ 

Pilmeny Development Project: 

‘I think educating the public would be the best thing, so they can understand 
their impact on the environment. 

Infrastructure – travel, digital, energy, homes, planning 

Many people asked for infrastructure to support more environmentally friendly 
activities. People described walking and cycling more during lockdown and being 
unable to sustain that once lockdown ended and roads became busier. Many people 
asked for increased public transport which is sustainable. 

 

 



ECCLR/S5/20/22/1 

37 

Speak Out Group, Western isles: 

‘Many of the paths are overgrown or full of potholes….the paths do not get salt 
on them…..All these things make it too dangerous for us to walk. 

Arran community meeting: 

‘We need cycle paths and safe pavements, access to local food and packaging 
free shopping options 

‘Electric charging stations are out of order. If we want recovery we need the 
tools’ 

North Lanarkshire Community Meeting: 

‘A lot of people felt more able to cycle and walk when it felt safer to do so 
because of a lack of travel. Now that lockdown is easing, and more HGV’s and 
cars are back on the road then less people are inclined to do so. We need to 
invest in better infrastructure…. It’s too dangerous to cycle in our villages.’ 

Digital inclusion 

Whilst some people had very positive things to say about increased digital use there 
was also a big concern that this is contributing to increased inequality. 

North Lanarkshire Community Meeting: 

‘Digital exclusion is a concern and is creating a bigger divide.’ 

Arran community meeting: 

‘There is no substitute for face to face for old and young people. Long term, 
digital is not the solution.’ 

‘We need to ask a range of people, a cross section. For example a survey about 
covid was done on Aran5, but only online so some people were left behind.’  

People asked for practical solutions:  

Package in shops was raised by many as an issue. Shops that use sustainable 
packaging or none at all (many people asked for this); access to recycling; public 
transport that is green; electric charging stations that work; locally and sustainably 
produced food; equal access to green spaces. 

Speak out Group, Western Isles: 

‘Only one supermarket on the island provides biodegradable bags’  

‘clearer information about the products (cleaning) we are using and what 
damage they may do to us and the environment.’  

                                                           
5 Arran Recovery Group Covid-19 survey 

http://arranecosavvy.org.uk/arran-recovery-community-survey-results-june-2020/
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‘The information is confusing, and it is different in many places. We would like 
something that is for us and our area so that we can understand.’ 

People asked for skills, training and jobs especially for young people 

Arran community meeting: 

‘We need to look at young people and what we are building for them, think of 
green jobs for them.’ 

‘Arran Rangers are being threatened with redundancy. Because of the 
lockdown and restrictions, they are at threat. That does not make sense we 
need to plant more trees. Think of different ways to engage people outdoors. 
There are opportunities to work with conservation and crop planting.’ 

Pilmeny Development Project postcard participant: 

‘Create lots of new employment in social useful environmental projects’ 

Leadership 

People asked for clear policy and clarity of messaging. 

North Lanarkshire community meeting: 

‘Mixed messages like being told that green spaces are important and then you 
hear about peatland being closed for housing developments. 

Circular Economy 

People asked for support for local environmentally, friendly and sustainable projects 
and initiatives, using renewables. 

Pilmeny Development Project postcard participant: 

‘return to having small artisan industry’ 

‘We should utilise what we have in this country such as land and sea.’ 

Arran community meeting: 

‘All grants to make buildings more energy efficient are for private homes… We 
need to support businesses and local orgs to be sustainable, energy efficient 
and make savings’ 

Investment and approaches 

People asked for support for local, sustainable projects, initiatives and social 
enterprises. Invest in local: food, upcycling, buy and sell local. Investment in the 
voluntary sector to support community empowerment. Invest in business support, 
voluntary sector support and community empowerment.  
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Speak Out Group, Western Isles: 

‘spending more time in the garden growing and planting. …Some of us could 
also sell what we were growing and planting to our local communities, helping 
people to get items that the supermarket had run out of’. 

Moray community meeting: 

‘One of the major barriers is the lack of investment in community development.‘ 

‘We need strong support from Scottish Government, commitment and genuine 
support, to enable people. Put local people in the foreground. Investment is 
needed.’ 

Procurement and financing  

People asked that sustainable alternatives should be considered and alignment and 
prioritisation to support net-zero. 

Arran community meeting: 

‘Transport on Arran is an issue. Contracts always go to private companies 
running large buses on diesel. We need to look at sustainable alternatives.’ 

Equality  

Some people feel that they had been left behind. That going digital excluded people 
even more. Some people also felt concerned by a strong environmental agenda and 
a need to prioritise the most vulnerable right now. Others felt social and environmental 
issues should not be presented as separate. 

Arran community meeting: 

‘We need to look at how green recovery is planned at the expense of others, 
eg. social care. For example, tax break for cars but no support for people in 
social care…’ 

‘You can’t ask people to do things for the environment when they can’t put food 
on the table. You can’t bring them along with you when they can’t feed their 
families and worry about jobs.’ 

Speak Out Group, Western Isles: 

‘We have felt isolated and forgotten during lockdown and we feel that our 
general health and well-being should be more important right now.’ 

North Lanarkshire Community Meeting: 

‘Funding has gone to more affluent areas and projects and not those most in 
need.’ 
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Moray community meeting: 

‘There is an artificial tension between economic recovery, sustainability, and 
justice. If we hurry to build back what we had before Covid we miss the chance 
to build a better future. 

‘No tension between the social and environmental but resources are not 
distributed in a fair way.’  
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